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1 to Print his Sermon, this Da. 
Preached at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, London, before the Lord 
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OUR Eminent Loyalty to the 
QUEEN, Yu Ardent Zeal 
to the Church of England, and: 

Your Profound Knowledge in Govern- 

ment, have got You fo great a Name, that 

Your Lordſhip came to the Chair with that 

Publick Approbation, that few, or none of Your 

Predeceſſors ever did, Theſe, without Your other 

Vertues, render You acceptable in the Eyes of 

the whole City, to which Your Lordſhip 

is a Glorious Ornament. I will not mention 
how Honourably Von have acquitted Your- 
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UI 
ſelf in former Employs, but acknowledpe 
a World, het Honour You uy Be 
in thinking me worthy to preach ſo Publick a 
Sermon, in ſo ps which in Your 
Judgment, was worth the Preſ. 

In Obedience to Your Lordſhip's Com- 
mands, I have given it a Publication, and 
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am 
Your Lordſhip's, 
Moſt Humble and 
Obedient Servant, 
T BHO. KM AGGS. 
| — — * A ” BEL. Te od 
J Divine 


Divine Providence. 
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SERMON 


Preach'd On 
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Prov. C HAP. xxii, Ver. 17, 18. 


Let not thine heart envy Sinners, but be thou- 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long; 
for ſurely there is an end, and thine ex- 


peftation ſhall not be cut off. 


in this World, has been ever ſince its be- 


y many good and vertuous Perſons, to 


the great Diſtruſt of a Divine Providence here below; . 8 


ſo allo the afflicted State of the truly Pious and God- 


ly, has prov'd a great Temptation to them, and caus d 
them. to entertain ſo many unquiet Apprehenſions of tbe 


Almighty, 


S. the flouriſhing Condition of the wicked 


8 pinning, a conſtant paſſionate Complaint *, 
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8 AS ERMON Dea 
Almighty, as to be ready to conclude, that ſurely in 
this, The Judge of all the Earth does not right, 
This Temptation has beſieg d the Lives, not only 
of Heathens, but many of God's deareſt Saints and 
Servants ; Job 21. 7. Wherefore do the wicked live, be- 
come old, yea, are mighty in phwer. They ſpend their 
Days in Wealth, live to a great Age in all manner of 
2 Pleaſure, and then in a moment, go down to the 
Fi Grave, without lying long languiſhing on a Bed of 
Pain or Sickneſs ; and yet, theſe are the Men who lay 
| unto God, ver. 14, 15. Depart from us, we defire not 
| the knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, that we 
ſhould ſerve Him? and what profit ſhall we have, if we 
pray unto. him? Jer. 12. 1. Righteous art thou, 0 Lord, 
wen I plead with thee, yet let me talk with thee of thy 
jacements. Wherefore does the way of the wicked proſper » 
; [ Wherefore are they happy that deal very treacherouſly ? 
| Hab. 1. 43. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canſt not look on iniquity, wherefore lookeſt thou upon 
them that deal treacherouſly, and boldeſt thy tongue when 
I the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than 
_— n 
his ſeeming irregularity of the Divine Providence, 
as Aſapb tells us, P/al 37. did extreamly afflict his 
piric, and at firſt, appear 'd fo hard, that it grie vouſſy 
perplex d Him. He began to doubt and ſtagger in 
bis Faith, was in danger of tumbling headlong into 
an Unbelief of a Divine Providence, his Feet were al. 
= moſt gone, his Steps had well-nigh ſlipt, when he 
_. 7. law 
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ſawy the Proſperity of the wicked, and even eharg'd 
the ways of God with unprofitableneſs: ver. 13. Verily, 
1 have cleans d my Heart in vain, and waſhed my hands 
in innocency. But conſidering the Matter more deep: 
ly, and ſtudying to undegſtand this Point more ſeri- 
ouſly, ver. 17. He went into the Sanctuary of God, re- 
tired himſelf into the Holy Places to conſult with 
Divine Oracles, and thence faw his Error, and receiv'd 
Satisfaction and Eaſe. 

When Abab was ſlain, the People made no great 
Lamentation at his Death, but when a Religious 
Jieſiaß falls, being cut off by a proſperous Heathen, 
King Pharaoh, then they are apt to cry out in a bad 
Senſe, God is no Reſpecter of Perſons; that he that 
offers the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs, offers but a 
Fool's Sacrifice; ſince all the good Actions, and the 
moſt exemplary Deeds of Holineſs cannot defend 
the righteous Man, and ſecure him from Danger and 
Tide. 25 0 SHS he iS OR. 

The words of the Text ſeem to be chiefly delign'd 
by Solomon, for a remedy to his Son in this Tempra- 
tion, being a perſuaſive to Contentment and Satisfa- 
ion with Divine Providence, which permits wicked 
Men to flouriſh for a while, inforc'd with this Rea- 
ſon, that there is a Rewaid laid up for all ſuch as are. 
confident in God, triſt in Him, and meekly ſubmit 
to His Will in that particular Caſe of proſperous Wick- 

edneſs, and Rei 2 Piety. Let not thine heart envy 
finners, but be thou in the * the Lord all the day 2 
.. | | or 
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for ſurely there is an end, and thine expectation ſhall not be 


o 


e 
In diſcourſing of which Words, I ſhall limit my ſelf 
to theſe following Conſiderations, 


I. Let the times be ED. . ſo Perilous and Dangerous, 
yer God's Providence ought not to be queſtion'd by us, 
whatever its unequal Diſtributions be. 

II. I will ſhew how ye are to demean yourſelves 
under the actual Oppreſſion of proſperous Wicked- 
nels. - | 
III. That ye ought not to go out of the Road of 
your Duty, do-as the wicked do, joyn with them to 
commit Wickednels and to do Evil, becauſe ye ſee 


= 


them proſper. _ 


IV. That che flouriſhing Condition of the wicked 
is many times ſhort liv'd, and therefore not to be 


= 
= 4 » 
En * 9 -4 


Laſth, Shew there is an aſſured Reward, if ye have 
Patience a While, and meekly ſubmit to the Will of 
God in His providential Adminiſtrations. 


"hk . Let the times be men ſo Perilous and Dange- 


rous, yet God's Providence ought not to be queſtion d 
by you, whatever its unequal Diſtributions be. 
Almighty God, as he is the abſolute Sovereign of, all 


the World, ſo allo all things in jc are under the Go- 
verament. and Management of his Wiſdom, Power 
and Frovidence, even thoſe chat ſeem moſt black, con- 


1 
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November 5. 1702. 
fus d, and irregular, What a madneſs is it then for 
ſo foohih and vain a Creature as Man, to conteſt with 
the Omnipotent Hand of Heaven, to charge his Pro- 
vidence with Error and Injuſtice, and to Swell and 
Storm againſt his Divine Diſpenſations? Let God 
alone to Order and Govern the World as he thinks fit, 
for as his Power is infinite and cannot be reſiſted, ſo 
his Wiſdom is infinite alſo, and knows what's beſt to 
be done, and when, and how. All the Diſpenſati- 
ons of his Government are directed to moſt Wile 
and Excellent Ends. God, for Ends beſt known to 
Himſelf, raiſeth one Man from the Dunghil, and 
cauſeth him to ſit among Princes, and caſteth others 
down into the Duſt, who were once raiſed to the 
Higheſt Dignities and Honors. And therefore the 
Heathens who underſtood not God's , Providence 
that governs all things, repreſented Fortune blind, 
mounting ſometimes on a Wheel, and in an inſtant, 


tumbling down again. It was good Advice Gamaliet gave, 


if a Counſel, or a Work be of God, it cannot be over- 
thrown, and to oppole it, is to fight againſt God, Acts 


5. 39. The Advice took, and the Men of Iſrael a- 


greed to it ver. 40. There is no Counſel againſt the 
Lord, that ſhall ſtand. Shall ſo finite a Creature as Man 
be ſo bold to Inſtruct an infinite God to govern the 
World? Shall he tell the Judge of all the Earth, 
that He is not Juſt, unleſs He puniſheth the Wicked, 
and rewards the Vertuous when he expects it? Far 
be it from any of you fo to do. He is a Glorious 

125 God, 
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God, cloathed with Majeſty and Honour,” and judgeth 
the Higheſt Beings, and therefote knows; ſurely, how 
to govern things below. Almighty God, doth no- 
thing at random, or at a venture. The Stroaks we 
receive ate directed and managed by the Wiſe Conduct 
and Guidance of an infinite Wiſdom. And there- 
fore to Cenſure his Diſpenſations, to Struggle impa- 
tiently wich them, or to Ruffle and Diſcompoſe your: 
ſelves with unquiet Apprehenſions in their unequal 
Diſtributions, is to queſtion the Divine Wiſdom, and 
enter into a: Conteſt with Him that will not, cannot, 
and may not he control d. His Will is the moſt So- 
vereign WilF Tis the Will of che moſt Abſolute 
Monarch of Heaven and Earth, founded upon, and 


directed by a moſt infinite Knowledge: A Will 


which mi e done whether we will or no. And 
ſince we et judge our will wiſer than His, ſince 
we can by no means reſiſt it, it becomes us in all 
our Sufferings, to reſign our ſelves to the good Pleaſure 
of the-Supteam Being of Heaven and Earth. Let 
God manage the World as He thinks fit. Who may 
lay unto Him, What doſt thou? Epicurus and his 
Followers utterly deny d there was any ſuch thing as 
Divine Providence: to take care of things below ; for, 
whereas Juſtice requires it hould go well wich the 
Good, and ill wich e the Bad; God ſometimes by his 


. 2 _ providential Diſpenſations, if not Orders, at leaſt, fuf- 


ters it to be quite other wile. And the Heathen in. 
 Minwcins Felix, thus reaſoneth : It the World was 
"3g . 8 governed 


ed, nor Righteouſneſs lie in contempt, 
IJ To this 1 give theſe following Anſwers: | 
1. There is no Man but who has grieyouſly ſinned 
againſt the Lord. Even the beſt of Men have Sins 
and Failings enough to juſtifie che Juſtice of Almighty 
God in Correcting them, ſo that they have no Gauſe 
to queſtion his Juſtice, but rather to lay their Hands 
upon their Mouths, and adore the Wiſdom and Good- 
nels of God for not ſuffering it to be worle with 
them than it is. Patiently therefore bir the Indig- 
nation of the Lord, becauſe ye have ſinned againſt 
2. Gods Providence ought not to be queſtion d, 
becauſe Affliction many times, is no Argument of 
God's Hatred but rather a proof of his tender Love 
and kindneſs, Heb. 12. 6. For whom the Lord loveth 
He chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom He receiveth. 
Gods Providence is to be ſeen in Afflictions aſſoon as 
in any other thing. God does often wound that He 
may heal . He pulls down that He may build up. Pal. 
119. 67. 71. It was good for the that I have been af- 
flicted, for then I learn d thy Statutes, Before that I was 
bog | 8 y | affiifted. 
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minded I went aftray, but new ] keap thy Word. Afflicti. 
ons ſanRify'd by God turm to the good of his people, 
they encreaſe their Graces here, and promote their 
Glory hereafter. | Rb ; 
z. Gods Providence ought not to be queſtion'd, 
notwithſtanding it often goes ill with the good Man 
and well with the Wicked, becauſe the Proſperity of 
the Wicked many ways turn to their hurt and diſadvan- 
rage. When Men ſwim in a full Tyde of Proſperity, 
aud have the Ball of Abundance at their Foot, many 
Cottuptions, as Pride, Vain Glory, Luxury, and For- 
getfulneſs of God and themſelves ſteal upon them. 
A full Swing of Proſperity oft occaſions much Wick- 
edneſs, and an * of this World is many 
times an introducer of Atheiſm and Irreligion. The 
Proſperity f wicked Men oft deſtroys them. 
4. Gods Frovidence ought not to be queſtion'd, in 
that Vertue many times goes unrewarded, and Wick- 
edneſs proſpers, becauſe tho _ oftentimes move 
irregularly here, yet the Day of judgment will fer 
all things right, and let us fee the difference between 
Him that ſer ved God, and Him that ſerv'd Him nor. 
How comes it to pals, faith Plato, that we fee Wick- 
cednels lucceſsful, and Vertue lie in contempt 2 Why 


%. 
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« not puniſh and chaſtiſe all wicked Men in this 
« World, to the End they may know there is a 
« Tudgment to come, wherein the Ungodlineſs of 
« ſuch Men ſhall be Corrected, neither doth He re- 
C compence all good Men with Bleſſings in this Life, 
« to the End they may hope there is a Place a- 
ce bove where the Good and Vertuous ſhall be Re- 
66 warded. | | 46448 1 
It is a great miſtake to make an Eſtimate eit her 
of Happineſs or Miſery from things going well or 
ill in this World. Many are the troubles of the Righte- 
ous, and thoſe whom God loves beſt have ſometimes 
the Rod upon their Backs. W 
Thus having diſpatch d the Firſt particular, and 
ſhewn that God's Providence ought not to queſtion d, 
whate ver its unequal Diſtributions be. I come, 


II. To ſhew how ye are to Demean yourſelves. 
under the Actual Oppreſſions of proſperous Wick- 
!... hs: 5 hte . 

The beſt and wiſeſt Courſe any Min can take 

under Afflictive Circumſtances, is to hold Himſelf to, 

God, to truſt in Him, and order Himſelf according 


to his Will. This kind of Counſel is every where 


ſcattet d throughout the whole Book of P/abms, A 


Perillous and Dangerous times. In Proſperity the 
Book of P/alms exhorts you to Humility and Lowli- 
nels of Mind. In Adverſicy they afford ſufficient 
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Book fit to be daily Perus d by you, eſpecially in 
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Oornfort and Support. If you begim to fink under the 
heavy Load of your manifold Fr Tranſgreſſſons, 

and to deſpair of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, there is in the 
Book of Pſalms, variety of Expreſſions of God's great 
and-infinite Mercy, . which will ſtrengthen your weak 
Faith, and Encourage your dying hopes, If you are 
troubled in Mind, afflicted or viſitced with Pains or 
Sickneſſes, perſecuted with Enemies, or wounded 
in your Reputation by a Malicious or Venemous 

| Totigue, the Book of Pſalms will teach you how to 
demeaàn yourſel ves. Put your truſt in the Lord, 

| commit your way unto him, and he ſhall bring it to 

2. pals. God is never wanting to thoſe that truſt in him; 
who meckly ſubmit to his Wil, and faithfully adhere 


to his Word, All things ſhall work together for your 
| good. God Almighty will take care of you, if ye 
| will but commit yourſelves to him. Whatever your 
FF: Fears or Troubles be, whether they be Temporal or 
A | Spiritual, live in obedience to Cod, do that which 
3 he commands, and avoid that which he forbids, and 
this will cettainly draw after it the Protection of 
1 Heaven, and God's Bleſſing. Serve God, and pleaſe 


him by an Holy, Vettuous, and Religious Life, and 
he will give you your Hearts deſire. Hold ye 
ſtill in the Lord, and abide patiently upon him, and 
grieve not yourſelves at him whole way doth prolper, 
and in the End you'll have no reaſon to murmur or 
troubled or diſcontented. Which 


complain, be 
brings me, 


III. 
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III. To let you ſee that ye ought not to g 
out of the Road of your Duty, do as the wicked 
do, to join with them to commit Wickedneſs, and 
be tempted to do Evil, becauſe we ſee them pro- 
"The Papiſts have Maſlacred many Thouſands of 
poor Proteſtants : I hey call us Hereticks, and have 
enter d into many. bloody. Deſigns againſt us. Fire 
and Faggot have EN too good for us, and 
God by his providential Diſpenſations, has ſometimes 
ſuffer d them to proſper in thoſe ways of Wickedneſs 
and Irreligion. But God forbid any here preſent 
ſhould take up the ſame Principles, and mix yourſel ves 
with ſuch who profeſs Maſſacring, and juſtifie the Kil- 
] ling of Men upon the account of Difference in Reli- 
. gion. Sure 1 am, tis no Chriſtian Spirit, no Evan- 
8 gelical Temper, to call for Fire from Heaven to con- 
a 2 thoſe that diſſent from us in Matters of Religion. 
I This is no more to be expected than that all Mens 
f Faces and Complexions, . all Mens Tempers and Con- 
c ſtitutions of Body ſhould be alike. So long as Men 
d have different Educations, different Trades and Pro- 
4 ſeſſions, and different Intereſts to ſerve, beſides, che 
r, 
* 
ch 


Engagements of Relation and Friendſhip, ſo long 
there will be Diſputes in ſeveral things pertaining to 
Religion. It we cannot convince; them with Meek-: 
* them over to our ſide, and make them 
of our Opinion by ſtrong Arguments, and an exem- 


plary 


* 


— 


I 


* 
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plöKhẽory Life and Converſation, let us pity their Miſtake, 
bl | and pray for their: Converſion; but to be tranſported 

weith Paſſion againſt them, or to perſecute them by ill 
Courſes and wicked, execrable Practices, is to have a 
F Zeal, but not according to Knowledge, and with the 
Padiſts, to Juſtifie and Sanctifie the worſt of Deſigns, 
Ander the name of Holy Church and Religion. The 
Wrath of Man doth not work the Righteouſnels 
' of God, Je know not what Spirit ze are of, (aid Chriſt 
| to his Diſciples, when they would ha ve had him call'd 
ſor Fire from Heayen to deſtroy the Samaritans, - for 
{ - refuſing. to receive him. Chriſt was highly offended 
| - arthe Motion, tho he knew very well, twas not de- 
4] HUberately made, but in a ſudden fic of Paſſion, and that 

' - kindled too 28 quick Reſentment they had of a 

great Affront that was put upon their Maſter's Perſon. 

Now, it that Motion only of the Diſciples, to call for 
Tire from Heaven to deſtroy the Samaritans for refuſing 
deo receive him, ſo highly offended Chriſt, how greatly 
naeenz d mult he needs be, ro ſee Chriſtians cutting the 
Ik hroats of one another in cool Blood, and with a great 
deal of Deliberation; deſtroy and kill their Brethren, 


. 
| 3 4 5 
- 
| 
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and that not for ſo aggravating a Fault, as renouncing 
.- their Religion, but tor not being Chriſtians. of their 
| Religion, or way of Worſhip 2 * Tis lawful to contuce 
5 2 falle Religion, and by all fair ways to convince Gain- 
gers, bur to blow a Jem, a Twk, or a Heathen up 
into the Air with Gun-powder, becauſe they bad the 
' Misfortune to be ſo Born, and ſo Educated, is unwar- 


rancable, 
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rantable, and what the Chtiſtian Religion allows not 
of. There is not any thing better known throughout 
the Chriſtian World, than the moſt barbarous and 
ſavage Cruelties of the Romiſh Church towards Prote- 
ſtants, for renouncing Communion with her in het 
Superſtition and groſs Corruptions. But be not ye like 
unto them. Be not ſo much Papiſts, as to proſecute 
with Fire and Faggot all ſuch as are not of. your Com- 
munion. They know nor of what Spirit they are, 
when they make no Conſcience of burning Men for 
Religion, as they did our Anceſtors in the Reign of 
Queen Mary. "To go about to plant Religion by Bar- 
| barkty and Inhumanity, and to think to ſave their own 
Souls by Butchering of other Mens Bodies, is the Do- 
Arine of che Church of Nome, but ſuch as Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles never taught. The Religion that comes 
from Heaven, is made up of Purity and Peace. She 
conſecrates no Daggers to ſtab any Man of What Per- 
ſwalion ſoever he be. No Quarrcl in Religion al- 
lows' any Man to fall anothet with Fire and 
Faggot. The Chriſtian Religion is a Wicnels againſt 
all luch fierce and furious Zeal, and curbs and reftrains 
that cruel deſtructive Spirit, which is for diſpatching 
Men our of the World, upon pretence, one Man is 

not of another's Religion. Michael the Arch-Angel, 
when he contended with the Devil, in the heat 
of Diſpute, did not bring a railing Accuſation againſt 
him. 8 N. A LOW . . N 0 . r 
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bus having difpatch d the third Patticular, I 


That ye ought not to go out of the Road of your 
Duty, do as the wicked do, and join with them to 
commit Wickedneſs, becauſe ye ſee them proſper: 


I come, N 


IV. To ſhew, That the flouriſhing Condition of 


> wg but "ſhort-liv'd, and therefore not 
ro be en vi 3 Wund Yr; re: bg ns pre 
The Proſperity of the wicked is but a ſeeming 
Proſperity, and hath no firmer Foundation than à 
Dream which vaniſheth in an inſtant. God ſets them 
in ſlippery places, they ſhall ſoon be cut down like 


the Grass, and. fade away as the green Herb. The 


proſperous vricked Man does not ſtand ſo firm as he 


thinks. David tells us, there wanted not publick Exam- 


ples of che ſudden and terrible overthrow of ſuch Men 


in his Days. Pal. 37. 36. I my ſelf have ſeen the wicked 


man in great power, and thriving in his Wickedneſs, yet 
as firm as he he ſeem d to ſtand, he was gone on a ſud 


den. I ſought bim but be could not be found, I lool d a- 


bout me to ſee what was become of him, but he was 
vaniſh'd on a ſudden, and brought to nothing. And this 


God doth ſometimes by turning their Counſels into Foo- 
liſhneſs as he did that of Achitophel. Sometimes by taking 


off the Principal Perſon concern d in wicked execrable 
Practices, as in the Caſe of Abſolom: And ſometimes 


by making the hidden things of Darkneſs be brought 
to Light, as in the Caſe of the Poder. Flor. A Con- 


trivance 


trivance ſo horrid, and an Attempt ſo helliſh, that if 
the Records of all Ages were ſtrictly. ſearch'd, the 
like cou d not be found. We have all Reaſon in the 
World to take up the Words of David, and ſay with 
him, Pſal. 111. v. 4. The Merciful and Gracious Lord 
| bath fo done his Marvellous Works, that they ought to be 
kept in Everlaſting remembrance. The Diſcovery of the © 
Plot was of the Lords doing, and it ought to be Marvellous 
in our Eyes. This is the Day which the Lord. hath made, 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. And great Reaſon 
have we to Rejoice this Day upon a double Ac- 
count: 7 14 BY la > ag d erer 
1. In Remembrance of the diſappointment of the 
horrid Conſpiracy, Plotted and deſign d to have been 
Acted as upon this Day by the Popiſh Party; and 
2. In Remembrance of his late Majeſty K. Mil. 
liam the Third of glorious Memory his Landing, who 
as at this time came to Reſcue us from the hands of 
the ſame reſtleſs Enemies, who had proceeded to 
that height of Popery, as to make open Profeſſion of 
their Religion, to trample upon the Laws, and bold- 
ly defie the Government, as it was fundamentally 
Eſtabliſh d both in Church and State. | 
As for the Miſchievous Deſigns. and wicked At- 
tempts of ill Men, God has by Strange and Wonder- 
ful ways made them Manifeſt, He has frequently 
blaſted and defeated their Irreligious-and Bloody Pro- 
_ jets, and deny d them the opportunity of Acting their 
intended miſchief. And tho' they ſeem d to flouriſh in 
U 5 4 - | their 


* 
4 - = + 1 I M4 
9 
— * +4 


22 


nagement of their Affairs, yet in the Condlaſion they 
| were curoff, and Roored our by ſome ſignal Vengeancr 
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their Wickedneſs and to be very Proſpetous in the Ma- 


or other. He that ſat in Heaven had an Bye all the 
while upon them, and laugh d them to corn, and ha- 
ving ſuffer d them to grow Ripe for Deſtruction, 


brought it ſuddenly upon them. 


Indeed it is but neceſſary, that God ſhou d convince 
Proud and Inſolent Thrants, by a ſudden Deſtructi- 
on, how much they were miſtaken in their Notions 
of him and his Providence, and aſſert his own Honour, 
by making them as Notorious for their Puniſhments, 
as they had been Infamous for their Crimes. God 
many times ſuffers many Trants to riſe high, that 


_ their fall may be the greater. Examples hercof we 


have in Holy Scripture, Sennacherib, Nebuchadnez2ar, 
Herod, and Others, whomthe Divine Vengeance ſeiz'd 


on 4 fudden, and pur a terrible End to their grear- 


neſs, when they leaſt expected it. And who knows 


but God has a Controverſfie with that Hrannical Prince 


the French Ning, who to promote an Exorbitant 
Power, and gratiſtie his boundleſs Ambition, © has Waded 
through a Sea of Blood, and ſhut his Ears, to the 
lamentable Cries of many Widows and Fatherleſs Chil- 
dren, as if with the Devil he delighted and took plea; 

fare in the Deſtruction of Mankind. 


Jome have been ſo vain as to aſcribe their Proſpe- 


rity to their own Policies, and conclude their Succeſs 
was the ſole Product of their own Strength and Wiſ: 


LY 
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ſelves, that their Proſperity was an Approbation of 


their Wickedneſs, that the Reſpite of Judgment was 


the Remiſſion of their Guilt, and becauſe the Divine 
Sentence is not executed, bur they ſufter'd to live in 
all earthly Splendor, therefore they are acquitted, and 
their Hearts thereupon fully ſet in them to do Evil. 
Thus thoſe Scoffers mention d by St. Peter, 2 Pet. 3. 
thought the evil Day was far from them, ſo fat, 
as that it ſhould never overtake them, and ſince all 
things continued as they were, they ſcornfully ask, 

ver. 4. Where is God's promiſe of bis coming to judgment? 


But to acquit God, the Prophet David plainly pro- 


ſeſſeth that thoſe, and ſuch Men, however they may 
flatter themſelves with vain hopes of continuing in their 
Station, yet God doth ſer them in ſlippery places, and 
he ſets them there, as it were on purpoſe, that they 
may fall as in a moment, Surely thou, O God, wilt caſt 
them down into deſtruftion, N 

Thus having conſider d, That the flouriſhing Con-. 
dition of the wicked is but ſhort liv'd, and therefore 
not to be envied: I come, "oF 


- Laſt. To ſpeak of the affared Reward, if ye hive 
patience a while, and meekly ſubmit to the Will of God 
in his providential Adminiſtrations. r | 


Ecclel. 8. 12, 13. To 4 ſinner do evil an hundred 


times, and bis days be prolonged, yet ſurely 1 know that it 
ſhall be. well with them that fear God, but it ſhall not be 


well 


dom. Other have thought God ſuch a one as them- 


— - : — ä— 2 — — 
A —_— 
2 OD — ˖j˖§—5rð; Any A — — ” 
* 4 5 * a 
2 — — 
0 


, OO ——— ————_—r— — — N 
— — * — — — — — K 
* — — — _= R——_ 


 % 7 SERMON 
vel with the wicked, neither ſhall be prolong his days which 
are 4s a ſbadow, becauſe be feareth not b fore God. 
Pſal. 34. 19. 0 how great is thy goodneſs which thou 


Jeen, nor Ear beard, nor hath. it entred into the Heart of 


— — — — — — — — — — 


haſt laid up for them that fear thee, _ which. thou haſt 
wrought for them that truſt in thee before the - ſons of 


men. Pal. 58. 11. Perily there is a reward for the righte- 


ons, Heb. 6. 10. God is not unrigbteous to forget any 
man's well doing. 1 Cor. 15. 358. Nor was ever any mans 
labour in vain in the Lord. St. Paul ſpeaking of the 
excellent Goodneſs which was treaſut d up for all good 
and faithful Men, ſaith, That the natural ye hath. not 


Man to conceive the things "which God bath prepar d for 
them that love him. Tho ſome good and godly Perſons 
meet ſometimes with Diſcoutagements in this World, 


inſomuch, that they ſeem to labour all in vain, and 
ſpend their Strength for nought, ai. 49. 4. Tet ſurely 
their judgment is with the Lord. Was not St. Stephen high - 
Illy rewarded for his Conſtancy and Perſeverance in the 


Faith? Had not he an eternal Life beſtow d upon him 
for loſing his Temporal one in his Maſter's Service? Has 


he not been ever ſince inveſted wich.a Crown of Martyr. 
dom, a Crown of Glory? And did not the very Heavens 


open to receive his Spicit, when his Enemies by a charge 
of Stones forc d it from his Body? Had not that Holy 
Man Job, for his Uprightneſs and Integrity, no bettet Wa- 


ges than a Dunghil ? Had he no Reward for his Patience 
under all his Afflictions, but a Potſherd? Had he no 
Remuneration ſor che loſs of his Subſtance, Sheep, 


Oxen, 


Oxen, Camels and Aſſes? Ves, it pleaſed the Lord to 
give him twice as much as he had before. Tho' he 


was long in Miſery, yet the latter End of his Life was 
Rich and Splendid, for God ſhew'd Favour unto him. 
Had our Bleſſed Saviour no other Reward for all his 


Thorns ? Had he : no Titles conferr d upon him for 
all his Sufferings, but thoſe of a Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners, a Seducer, a Glutton, a Mine- Bibber, a Blaſ- 


of Devils? Had he no Reward conferr d upon him for 
his being betray d, bound, ſcourg'd, ſcoff d at, revil'd; 
mock'd and ſpit on? Had our Bleſſed Saviour no Re- 
ward for his ignominious Death and painful Crucifixion? 


Yes, He is now. a Glorious Conqueror, and being en- 


ter d into the Heavens, firs at the Right Hand of God, 
all Power both in Heaven and Earth being committed 
to him. His Throne ſhall be for ever and ever. God 


has ſet him at his own 


in this World, and alſo in that which is to come, and bath 
ut all things under his Feet, Was there no Reward 
ſtow d upon St. Paul, for his fig bting his good Fight, 
finiſhing bis Courſe and keeping the Faith, but a Reman Axe 


ſharpn d avith Nero's Cruelty > Yes, There was laid ub 


for him a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the Rig H. 
teous Judge will give unto him at that Day of the general 
Judgment, when the Lord Jeſys would come in Glorious 


Majeſty to judge the World. There is a Reward laid up 


3 


Obedience, and all the Good he did, but a Crown of 


pbemer, a Caſter out of Devils by Beelzebub, and the Prince 


Right Hand, far above all Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, and every Name that is named, both 
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in Heaven fot all God's faithful Servants. God will 
abundantly recompence every one that performs his 
Wil, and whatever Trials or Sufferings they meer 
with in this World, tis but ExpeCting-. awhile,- and 
our Lord will come, and his Reward is with him. 
Be not weary in well doing, for in due ſeaſon ye ſhall reap, 
if je faint not, N fp 44:4 
Let none of you then envy Sinners, as to be irritated 
by their thriving Wickedneſs, and ſucceſs in their evil 
Ways, to do. as they do, and imitate them in their ir- 
religious and unwarrantable Projects, but ſtick cloſe to 
the Principles of Piety and Vertue, truſting in God, 
and committing yourſelyes to him. God's Ways are 
piaſt finding out, and therefore, if a Man would live 
Happily, the Wiſe Man ad viſeth him not to grow ſul- 
| len, much leſs to doubt of God's good Providence, tho 
. ye are not able to give a Reaſon why vertuous Men 
llffer much, when the wicked at che ſame time Pro- 
1 F | - "ſper and Flouriſh. Solomon tells us, he travell'd as 

| 


hs. — — — — 


much as ever Man did in this Diſquiſition, Why 
things here in this World are adminiſtred with ſuch In- 
equality? And this was all the Satisfaction at which 
he could arrive, That the Providence of God doth 
certainly govern every thing here below, but why 
he ſuffers the wicked to proſ per, and the good Man to 
be oppreſſed, in this he was Kill forc d to confeſs his 
Ignotance, and concluded it impoſſible to give a full 
Account of it. Tho we do nat fee the Reaſon, the 
End, and the Uſe: of God's Diſpeaſations, wart. 
„ | 8585 ought 


— 
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- ought with an implicit Submiſſion, to reſign our ſelves 
up to his Diſpoſal, and reſt aſſured, it ſhall be beſt 
for us, tho we cannot underſtand what it means. 
Your Duty is to ſubmit to the Hand of God in all his 
Viſitations. He ſtrikes not at random. The Stroaks 
we teceive, are manag d by the Conduct of that Su- 
pream Being, who does all things by an infinite Wiſ- 


dom. Tis his Providence that directs them, and 


meaſures out the kind, weight, and continuance of 
them, and therefore, not our Will, O Lord, but thine 
be done: Put your Mouth in the Duſt, and acknow- 
ledge yourſel ves to be but poor Duſt and Aſhes, and 
unworthy to Diſpute the Divine Diſpenſations and Pro- 
vidences. Be not troubled at the Proſperity of wicked 
Men and their ſtrange Succeſsfulneſs, but be ye in the 
fear of the Lord all the Day long, and then your ExpeFta- 
tion ſhall not be cut off. FLIES 


Io Conclude: If you would ſtrengthen that which 
God has already wrought for you, and 
marvellous Works, ye muſt ſo live, that God may bleſs 
you with the continuance of his Bleſſings, and have no 
occaſion given him to repent of the Deliverances he 
has already wrought for us. Whilſt ye are under ſo 
gracious an Influence of Heaven, Fi muſt take care 
that ye do not by your Sins, make ſuch a Separation be- 
tween God and you, as may provoke him to throw 


him. 
An 


you. The Eye the Lord is upon them that fear 
22 D 2 
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off his Care, and withdraw his helping Hand from 
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28 AS ER MON De, 
An Heathen Poet made this Obſervation to the Romans, 


Will be a Pledge of more. Ile that has been the 


That their Succeſs was owing to their Piety, and their 
Obedience to the Gods, made them Rulers and Commanders. 
What's to be done then to procure a Continuance of 
thoſe great Things God has already done for us? Even 
this, to come to Repentance, and that is the way to 
carry them on to Perfection. We are an happy People 
if we did but know it. We are not involy'd in Blood 
and Conſuſion as other Countries are. Wie ſleep 
quietly in our Beds, whilſt the People of other Na- 
tions are robb' d, plunder d and burnt out of theic 


Dvwellings. We fit ſafe under our Vine, and under our 


Fig· tree, whilſt others are foro d to fly for their Lives, 


and leave all to the Rage and Fury of implacable Ad- 


verſaries. We build and plant, beautihe and adorn 
our Houſes and Habitations, whilſt thoſe in other 
Countries are burnt down, batter'd about their Ears, 
and lie in Ruin and Deſolation, We Sow in Peace 


and Reap in Peace, whilſt the Fruits of other Mens 


Labours are enjoy d by Strangers and Enemies, Such 
Bleſſings cry aloud to us to be. chankful, to praiſe the 


Lord tor his Goodneſs, and declare the Wonders he 


hath done for us. O let his Mercy and Goodneſs lead 

you all to Repentance! May his wonderſul Delive- 
rances oblige you all to love and fear him! And may 
his great and manifold Preſervations endear. your Righ- 
teoulneſs, and excite your Care to Holineſs and Pu- 
rity of Lite, and then che Deliverances you have had, 


wo 


God 
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God of our Mercies, will be the God of our Strength, 
il we will but anſwer the End of his Mercies, be 
thankſul for them, and ſhew forth our Thankſul. 

nels in an Holy Life and Convetſation. Would we 

but do our Parts as God has done his, what a flouriſh- 
ing Church and People might we be? God will not be 
always at the Expence of Miracles for our Preſervation. 

If we neglect him in the Day of his Mercy, What 

can we expect but he ſhould leave us in the Day of 

our Calamity, and let ſome worſe thing befal us than 

Popery, which made ſuch Slaves and Yaſſals of our Fore- 

fathers? The Blood of thoſe Religious Martyrs, 

Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper and others, calls loud- 

ly upon us, to be Zealous for the preſerving that Re- 

ligion they died for: Thoſe good Men died in op- 
poſition to Popery: Fire and Faggot, and the moſt 
exquiſite tormenting Methods which Popiſh Cruelty 
could invent, did not in the leaſt daunt, diſcompoſe, 
or make them draw back in the Day of their fiery Trial. 

They laid down their Lives, not only becauſe they 
themſelves would not be Partakers of Rome's Sins, 

bur alſo that the Ages to come might deteſt and abhor 

a Religion, which maintains Blaſphemy of Worſhip, 

Abſurdities of Doctrines, and bloody and inhumane 
Practices. Should ever Popery get the upper Hand a- 

mong us, it would be a dilmal Day, and the blackeſt 

our Eyes ever beheld. We do at this Day (God be 
thanked) enjoy our Religion in its Purity and Per- 
fection. We live under an happy Government. (Fs 

ave. 
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to carry them on, has in contempt of Her Majeſty's 


have the Advantages of a fruitful Soil, which plenci- 
fully affords all things neceſſary and convenient for 
Food and Raiment. We are bleſſed with a temperate 
Air, neither ſcorchd on the one hand, nor frozen on 
the other, but enjoy a ſeaſonable and moderate Revo. 
lution of Heat and Cold: And therefore if you have 
any Zeal for your Religion, any Deſite to be-goyern'd 
according to Law, any Love for your Country, or 
any K indneſs for either your Souls or Bodies, if any 
of theſe will work upon you to quicken your Zeal, 
let it appear in your Practice, ſhew it in your Lives 
and Converſations, and be ready to bleſs God that 


your Lot is faln in a fair Ground. Away then with 


all Coldneſs and Indifference in ſuch a weighty Matter, 
where our Religion, our Country, our Liberties and Pro- 
perties, are all ſo deeply concern d. For tho God 


has wrought wonderful Deliverances for us, yet if we 


continue an unthankful People, ſeem indifferent under 


the Multicude of his Mercies, and with the ungateful 


Iſraelites, are in love with the Fleſh- pots of Egypt, and 
would return back into that Land, God may be pro- 
vok d at laſt to conſume us, to throw us off, and 
trouble himſelf no longer with us. We muſt clap 

our Hands before our Eyes and reſolve not to ſee, if 


we do not firmly believe that the French King's De- 


ſigns are to extirpate our Holy Religion, to trump | 
tt @OPoperyupon us, and bring our Necks under the Yoke 


of an Arbitrary and Tyrannical Power. And the better 
Nabe ful 
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Rightful and Lawful Title to che Crown, and in con- 
tempt to the whole Nation, ſet up, and proclaim d an 


Impoſtor to be our King, one that is educated in the 


Z Popiſh Religion, and an Enemy ro the e Con- 


mand 


— 


let that 


The Ged if Merg be merdful to this Land of ours. 0 


Lord continue thy Care towards us, ſecure to us. 


and our Poſterity our Holy Religion, and never 
an of Blood, the French Xing, triumph 
in our Ru 


Lord, hear kun and do; and this we beg for the- 


52 of Jeſus FR our Lord. Amen. 


and Deſtruttin. 0 Lord, hear, 0 
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